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April 4, 1913
[Written on Testimony Publishing Company letterhead]
Mr. Lyman Stewart, President,
Union Oil Companyf [sic] of California,
1114 Union Oil Bldg.,
Los Angeles, Calif.
My dear Mr. Stewart:
When I wrote you two or three days ago I thought that I might write again within a few days---a very
special letter in reply to your question as to some one to take (if necessary) Dr. Meyer’s place on Volume
XI. If you and I could have a several hours quiet interview where we could talk and pray uninterruptedly,
there are several things I would be glad to go over with you which I hardly feel free (unless it becomes
necessary) to take up by correspondence. I can easily see, both from your recent letters and from previous
ones, that some things have not gone altogether as you have wished, and I can sympathize with you
deeply. And yet, occupying the position that I do, and working (loyally, as I trust) under the direction and
authority of others, I am placed as you can see in a delicate situation where there is little that I can say or
do. I can only pray and wait. And I convenant with you that from this time on, I will pray more earnestly
than ever that God in a very special and signal sense may take the whole situation in hand, and that in a
way which shall glorify Him He will solve every difficulty, and bring only those things to pass in
connection with the movement which are in perfect accord with His will. (1 John 5:14, 15; James 1:5;
Psa. 32:8, and other like promises.) In the meantime, may only His love be back of and in every thought,
every purpose, every word, and every action, in relation to all who have anything to do with the
movement. There are three or four special reasons why it would seem to me unwise to appoint the one
mentioned in your letter; but as I pray over the matter I do not feel led at the present time to mention more
than one or two of these reasons. In the first place, I believe firmly that his appointment would kill Dr.
Meyer. I doubt whether the latter would survive thirty days. I believe I know, Mr. Stewart, whereof I
speak and that I have strong evidence to back up what I say. It almost breaks my heart to even refer to
such a thing, and if I could I would keep silent, but I cannot be true to you as God’s servant except I voice
my conviction.
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There are other just as strong reasons as this one, but unless absolutely necessary I do not feel that I can
write them, and it is with an almost breaking heart that I even make reference to the matter. I write to you
as a brother in Christ. I understand you heart. We are members of a common body. Otherwise I could not
write you even what I have. I believe that at least Volumes XI and XII should be published, if no others;
and I wish that the subjects which you have mentioned, or at least the more important of them, might
receive treatment along with other important subjects. Let us pray about this also. These experiences of
the past four years have been of incalcuable [sic] value to me, and, under God, will serve me well in (as I
trust) the larger work ahead in the years to come, as God may lead. The work of “THE
FUNDAMENTALS” has not been and is not in vain, in my own, as well as in thousands of other lives.
And, under God, I will owe a debt of gratitude to you as long as I live. I am glad that we ever met, even
though it was for so brief a time. And now kindly permit a digression. I am inclosing herewith Walton

and Spencer’s last report, covering the period from February 1, 1913, to March 31, 1913—two months.
We have just received it, and it occurs to me that you and Mr. Kellogg will be interested in looking it
over; and afterwards will you kindly return it to me. It is just their usual report, but it is much improved
over the reports which they furnished us in the beginning, although their statements have always been
good. But all the way through we have constantly aimed at improvement and as near perfection as
possible. Please pardon me for saying it, but I really do think that our reports from this company have
become a marvel of compactness and lucidity. The report which I inclose [sic] was not compiled with the
idea of sending it to you. Nothing whatever was said to Walton and Spencer about it, and they do not
even know that it is being sent to you. I am also inclosing a few recent cards and letters. And now in
love and prayer I close this letter. Please do not let anything I have said hurt you in the least, or affect in
the least your feelings towards other. “The Lord knoweth them that are His.” He knoweth the hearts of all
His children. Yours in Him,
Thos. E. Stephens
Business Manager.

